l6                     A LETTER TO  THE  PUBLISHER
their end, it must be allow'd, our author by and in this poem,
has mercifully given 'em a little of both.
There are two or three, who by their rank and fortune have
no benefit from the former objections (supposing them good)
and these I was sorry to see in such company. But if without any 5
provocation, two or three gentlemen will fall upon one, in an
affair wherein his interest and reputation are equally em-
bark'd; they cannot certainly, after they had been content to
print themselves his enemies, complain of being put into the
number of them?                                                                              i O
Others, I'm told, pretend to have been once his Friends;
surely they are their enemies who say so, since nothing can be
more odious than to treat a friend as they have done: but of this
I can't persuade my self, when I consider the constant and
eternal aversion of all bad writers to a good one.                         15
Such as claim a merit from being his Admirers, I wou'd gladly
ask, if it lays him under any personal obligation? at that rate he
would be the most oblig'd humble servant in the world, I dare
swear, for these in particular, he never desir'd them to be his
Admirers, nor promis'd in return to be theirs; that had truly so
been a sign he was of their acquaintance; but wou*d not the
malicious world have suspected such an approbation of some
motive worse than ignorance, in the Author of the ESSAY on
G RITICISM? Be it as it will, the reasons of their Admiration and
of his Contempt are equally subsisting; for His Works and 25
Theirs are the very same that they were.
One therefore of their accusations I believe may be just,
"That he has a contempt for their writings.*' And there is
10 them?] them.      17 any] a     27 accusations] assertions
27 just] true
a. both <Pope had given them fame by putting them in the JDunriad, and
bread by enabling them to write their replies and sell them to the booksellers.)
3. two or three <e.g. Thomas Burnet, George Duckett, Sir Richard Black-
more.>
ii. Friends <e.g. James Moore Smythe. Cf. Ep, to Arbuthwt, 346.)
18. in the world <The writer may be answering here a charge brought
against Pope by the author [Dennis?] of A True Character (p. 15), that Black-
more had complimented Pope on his Homer and so "had laid very great
Obligations" on him.>